Human overdose with the veterinary tranquilizer xylazine.
Three patients self-injected the veterinary tranquilizing agent xylazine (Rompun). The first patient developed mild bradycardia and hypotension, miosis, and a feeling of disorientation. The other two patients became apneic and required intubation and mechanical ventilation. Initial mild hypertension followed by mild hypotension and a mildly elevated blood glucose was seen in the second patient, whereas both the second and third patients developed mild bradycardia. Xylazine has structural similarity to the phenothiazines and pharmacological activity similar to clonidine. With increasing veterinary use, the availability and potential for human exposures may also increase.